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SI MON T H E CROSS-B E A R ER 
MarK 15:21
The distance was a mile from Pilate’s Judgment Hall where Jesus was 
tried to Mount Calvary where He was crucified. He walked the “last mile,” 
an expression now commonly used in prison jargon. The way on which He 
walked is called the Way of Sorrows or, in Latin, Via Dolorosa.

Two events took place on the Via Dolorosa. One is the Lord’s address to 
the women of Jerusalem who were mourning and lamenting for Him (Luke 
23:27–31). The other is Simon of Cyrene being compelled to bear the cross 
for the exhausted Jesus (15:21). 

Simon did not carry the cross very far until the Lord was hung upon it to 
redeem the soul of Simon. Oh, yes! Simon became a Christian. His two 
sons, Rufus and Alexander, came to know Jesus as their Savior. When 
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Mark wished to identify the cross-bearer, all he 
had to do was to write, “Simon of Cyrene…the 
father of Alexander and Rufus” (15:21). Simon’s 
wife, too, became a Christian, for Paul, in writing 
to the congregation in Rome, sent greetings 
to Rufus “chosen in the Lord; also his mother” 
(Rom.16:13). It was through the cross that the 
whole family came to salvation.

T H E PL ACE OF A SKU LL 
MarK 15:22
MATTHEW 27:33–50
LUKE 23:32–46
JOHN 19:17–30
“And they brought him to the place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull)” (15:22). 
Mark had to translate the Hebrew word for his 
Roman readers. Was it so named because the 
hill had the topographical features of a skull, or 
because so many died there and left scattered 
skulls and bones? Modern-day tourists are 
sometimes taken to a place dubbed “Gordon’s 
Calvary,” named after English General Charles 
Gordon, who in the late 1880s first guessed that 
it might be the original site of the crucifixion. 
He saw two indentations that resembled eyes, 
a protuberance that looked like a nose, and a 
cave-like semicircle at the base that looked like 
a mouth. Wherever it was, the graphic name 
endured. We remember the Hill of the Skull: in 
Hebrew, Golgotha; in Latin, Calvary.

R E JECT ION OF A DRUG 
MarK 15:23
A society of women in Jerusalem made it their 
special project to prepare a narcotic and offer 
it to men about to be crucified. It was an opiate 
intended to deaden consciousness and lessen 
pain. But Jesus, when He tasted the stupefying, 
bitter concoction, rejected it. He would face death 
in full consciousness of His redemptive powers.

C A ST I NG LOTS FOR 
JESUS’ G A R MEN TS 
MarK 15:24
“And they crucified him and divided his garments 
among them, casting lots for them, to decide 
what each should take.” The quaternion of 
soldiers was entitled to the garments of their 
victims. Four of these pieces were of equal value: 
The headgear, the sandals, the undergarment, 
and the long robe. The men chose not to cut the 
woven robe into four pieces and thus render 
it worthless. Their game of chance was not 
the result of chance but in accordance with 
prophecies spoken a thousand years before, 
“They divide my garments among them, and for 
my clothing they cast lots” (Ps. 22:18).

JEW ISH R ECKON I NG OF T I ME 
MarK 15:25
“And it was the third hour when they crucified 
him.” The first half of the Jewish day began at 
sundown and extended to sunrise, about 6:00 a.m. 
The second half of the Jewish day extended from 
sunrise to sunset, approximately from 6:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. So the third hour of daylight would be 
9:00 a.m.; the sixth hour, 12:00 meridian; and the 
ninth hour, 3:00 p.m.

I  N R I 
MarK 15:26
Jesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum. This inscription 
Pilate had placed above the head of Christ 
to signify the crime for which He was being 
punished. It was written in Greek and Latin and 
Hebrew (Luke 23:38). The chief priests said to 
Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.”’ 
Pilate answered, “What I have written I have 
written” (John 19:21–22).
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JESUS IS I MPA LED ON T H E CEN T ER CROSS 
MarK 15:27–28
This is symbolic, for Jesus is the center of prophecy, the core of the Scriptures, the 
heart of the Christian religion, and the center of gravity of our faith and adoration. “God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). “And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

T H E SEV EN WOR DS FROM T H E CROSS 
MatthEw, MarK, LuKE, JOhn
Now, we shall try to present the sequence of events in harmony with the four Gospels, 
particularly the Seven Words, and do so without extensive comments.

1. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
David predicted the anguish of the Messiah on the cross. With inspired 
foreknowledge, he heard the Sent-of-God saying, “I am a worm and not a man, 
scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they 
make mouths at me; they wag their heads; He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver 
him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him … For dogs encompass me; a 
company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet” (Psalm 
22:6–8, 16). Read Mark 15:29–32 and note how accurately these words were 
fulfilled.

2. “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 
Note that “they that were crucified with him reviled him.” Both of them! But a 
change of heart came over the thief on Christ’s right. He saw the inscription: 
“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” The Spirit moved him to say, “Lord, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And Jesus delivered the 
comforting second word from the cross.

3. “Woman, behold your son!” “Behold your mother” (John 19:26–27). 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother and the disciple whom He 
loved (John). Though Jesus was engaged in saving the world through His bitter 
sufferings in mankind’s stead, He took time to provide for the temporal welfare 
of His mother. He said to her, “Woman, behold your son!” And to John, “Behold 
your mother.” And from that hour, the disciple took her to his own home. She was 
spared the torment of witnessing three more hours of her Son’s suffering and, 
finally, His death.
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4. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) 
This is the sole Word from the cross that Mark records. What does this word of 
dereliction mean? Exactly what it states: Jesus felt himself abandoned by God. 
Obviously, He knew Himself forsaken by men. All His disciples, except John, had left 
Him; even Peter and James, the other two members of the inner circle, were not close at 
hand. The women were more devoted than the men; they were the last to leave cross-
crowned-Calvary and the first to arrive at the empty tomb on Easter. There He hung 
between heaven and earth as though belonging to neither. Nor were any angels present 
to minister to Him, as they had done in the wilderness and in the Garden.

 Only the demons and the damned in hell can know what abandonment by God means. 
No comfort, no light, no joy, no hope is there. “My God, My God, why have you forsaken 
me?” That cry came from hell’s abyss, and rocks every soul with the dread of God’s 
judgment. Now we should be able to appreciate the full meaning of the Gospel. Since 
Jesus, as our Vicar or Substitute, was rejected by God because He was the effectual Sin-
Bearer, we, believing in Him, shall not be forsaken by God. That’s the Good News!

5. “I thirst” (John 19:28).Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, and, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, spoke the fifth Word from the cross. So one of them ran 
and filled a sponge full of vinegar (i.e., cheap dry wine), put it to His lips, and He drank. 
Others taunted Him saying, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down” 
(Mark 15:36).

6. “It is finished” (John 19:30). 
The Greek word is a banking term that means “paid in full.” He has paid our debt in its 
entirety! The redemptive work of Jesus was now complete.

7. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” (Luke 23:46). 
No longer did Jesus feel forsaken by God, for He addressed God as Father. Having said 
this, He breathed his last.

MIGH T Y ST I R R I NGS AT C A LVA RY 
MarK 15:38–39
MATTHEW 27:51–56; LUKE 23:47–49
When Jesus the Christ died, nature was convulsed: “The earth shook, and the rocks were split” 
(Matt. 27:51). Nature made obeisance to its Lord.

The Old Testament Church yielded homage: “And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom” (15:38). The temple proper was divided into two parts: 

1) The Holy Place to which the priests had daily access to trim the seven-branched 
candelabrum, burn incense emblematic of prayer, speak intercessions for the people, and, 
once a week, to replace the twelve loaves of showbread with fresh loaves; and,

2) The Holy of Holies, with the ark of the covenant and its mercy seat. Only the high priest 
had access thereto, and he only once a year, on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).
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These two places were separated by cedar doors 
and a huge veil of the richest and strongest 
tapestry. The vast and gorgeous veil was rent in 
two from the top to the bottom, not vice versa. 
The Holy of Holies was exposed to common 
eyes. The torn veil signified the passing of the 
old system with its oblations and sacrifices, 
its middle wall of partition between priest and 
people. The Son of God, who is our High Priest 
forever, has entered the holiest of holies not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, and 
having sprinkled the mercy seat with His own 
precious blood, now lives to make intercession 
for us.

From this point, there is free access for every 
believer to God, and whoever will may go directly 
to the throne of Christ and abide in His presence. 
The torn veil is the charter of the universal 
priesthood of all believers.

Furthermore, the graves sent forth emissaries 
to testify to the effectiveness of faith in the 
Messiah. “And the tombs also were opened. And 
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised, and coming out of the tombs after 
his resurrection they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many” (Matt. 27:52–53).

Finally, at Calvary, human hearts were stirred. 
“And all the crowds that had assembled for 
this spectacle, when they saw what had taken 
place, returned home beating their breasts” 
(Luke 23:48). Some of them, no doubt, smote 
their breasts in contrition. They saw Jesus in His 
majestic power, even His Saviorhood. 

The centurion, named by tradition Longinus, 
freely acknowledged the supremacy of the Lord. 
He had heard Pilate’s judgment, “I find no guilt 

in this man.” He observed the patience of Christ. 
He heard the intercessory prayer, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” He heard 
the Gospel spoken to Dismas, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” He 
saw the superscription on the cross: “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews.” When, contrary to 
his experience, he heard the Nazarene cry with 
a loud voice before expiring, and when the earth 
convulsed, the centurion said, “Truly this man 
was the Son of God” (15:39). Small wonder that 
“he praised God” (Luke 23:47). 

At the Last Day, there will again be mighty 
stirrings but on a scale more vast. Once again, 
the earth shall quake, the graves will open, and 
forth from their sleeping chambers shall come 
the saints to own Christ as their Savior and Lord.

T H E WOMEN R ECEI V E 
HONOR A B LE MEN T ION 
MarK 15:40–41
There were many women who ministered to 
Christ’s needs, following Him all the way from 
Galilee, some 90 miles. Certain women are 
mentioned by name: Mary Magdalene, from 
whom Jesus had cast seven demons, and who 
showed her gratitude by serving Christ faithfully. 
She was present at the cross (John 19:25), 
and at the tomb (Matt. 27:61, 28:1). She was 
the first one to whom the risen Lord appeared 
(16:9), a wondrous experience on Easter morn 
(John 20:11–18). The other two women are 
less prominent. Mary the mother of Joses who 
with Mary Magdalene “saw where he was laid” 
(15:47). She accompanied Mary Magdalene at 
the first blush of dawn on Easter, together with 
Salome, to anoint the supposedly dead body of 
Jesus (16:1; Luke 24:10).
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T WO CO U R AGEO US MEN 
MarK 15:42–45
Two men who were timorous in confessing their loyalty to Christ while He was alive came 
out boldly to profess their attachment to Him when dead. The first was Joseph of Arimathea, 
a member of the Sanhedrin, who had to be rich to belong to the Council. He was a good and 
righteous man looking for the kingdom of God (Luke 23:50–51). He was Jesus’ disciple (Matt. 
27:57), but secretly for fear of the Jews (John 19:38). The other man was Nicodemus, who 
came to Jesus by night (John 19:39; 3:1 ff).

Joseph went boldly to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. (He was later joined by 
Nicodemus). Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus was already dead. But he wished to make 
sure, so he ordered the centurion to appear before him. Pilate asked Longinus whether the 
King of the Jews was dead. He got a detailed report of the breaking of legs of the first and 
second thief, and no need to do so in the case of the Nazarene because He was already dead. 
In fact, one of the soldiers had pierced His side and there came out blood and water. These 
things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 
And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced” (John 
19:35–37). Pilate was satisfied with the report of the centurion, for we read, “And when he 
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph” (Mark 15:45).

T H E BU R I A L OF JESUS 
MarK 15:46–47
“And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud 
and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb.” The virgin-born was laid in a new tomb. 

We too must face death. “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:56–57).

At the Last Day, there will again be mighty 
stirrings but on a scale more vast. Once again, the 
earth shall quake, the graves will open, and forth 
from their sleeping chambers shall come the saints 

to own Christ as their Savior and Lord.
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PER SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 16:1–20

Christ is risen from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. Glory be to Thee, O God most high. Amen. (Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles).

Mark 16:1–8
1. Mary Magdalene was as prominent among the women that followed Jesus as Peter among the apostles. 

Mention some happenings in her life. 
Luke 8:2

 Mark 15:40–41

 Mark 16:1, 9

 John 20:11–18

2. What problem did the three women discuss as they made their way to the tomb early Easter morning? To 
whom did the tomb belong?

3. What two surprises greeted them when they arrived?

4. What glorious message did the angel proclaim to the women?

5. What definitive instruction was given them?

6. Why do you think they were told to inform Peter especially?

7. The events on Good Friday disrupted the feeling of togetherness among the apostles and made them 
wonder, “Where do we go from here?” Why do you think Christ met with them quietly in their home province 
of Galilee?

Mark 16:9–14
8. Who was the first person to whom Jesus showed Himself alive? (John 20:11–18) 

10. To whom else did Jesus manifest His living presence during the 40-day post-resurrection period?  
Mark 16:12–14

 Matt 28:9

 1 Cor. 15-5–7
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 Luke 24:13–35 

 Luke 24:36–43

 John 20:26–29

 Matt. 28:16–17

 Luke 24:50–51

 Acts 9:1–5

11. Using the following references, tell why the resurrection of Christ is so comforting to you.
 Rom. 1:4

 John 2:19

 Rom. 4:25

 John 11:25–26, 14:19

Mark 16:15–20
12. What great commission did Jesus give to His church and, in fact, to all His followers in all ages?

13. The malefactor on the cross was saved by faith in Jesus though he was not, nor could be, baptized. 
However, what are the normal distinguishing marks of a Christian?

14. Miracles are not randomly scattered throughout the Bible but are clustered around Moses and Aaron, 
Elijah and Elisha, Jesus and the disciples, tapering off towards the third century. Conditions were such, in 
those particular periods, that special attestations were needed from on high to identify the messengers as 
heaven-sent. What signs were to accompany the preaching of the Gospel in the early years of the church?

15. After delivering the Great Commission (16:15; Matt. 28:18–20), Jesus ascended into heaven. What place of 
honor does He occupy now?

16. How did the early believers manifest their devotion to the Lord Jesus?

17.  Why were they able to have such success in spreading the “Emancipation Proclamation”?

18. In what way are you going “into all the world” with the precious Gospel of your Lord?
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